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subsequent reference to the communal problem that the
system not only retards the growth of democratic institutions
in India, but greatly aggravates one of the fatal maladies of
Indian social life.
With this brief survey of the structure of the Reforms
of 1919, we now turn to the reception given to the measure
by the Indian political and other interests.
CL INDIA'S  REACTION TO THE REFORMS
The publication of the Montagu-Chelmsford Report in
July 1918 resulted in a complete schism between the two
sections of the Congress. The moderates threw themselves
on the side of the reform proposals and decided to lend
their support for the success of the measure of responsible
self-government embodied in them. The leader of this
group, Sir Surendranath Banerjea, in a speech in the Imperial
Legislative Council, commented upon the Report in the
following terms :
" Taking this report as a whole, I think it must be con-
ceded that it affords a striking illustration of a change
in the angle of vision on the part of our rulers, and I venture
to assert that it ought to be accompanied by a similar
transformation in our attitude in regard to the Govern-
ment of the country. . „ , They have now stretched out
to us the hand of fellowship and friendship, and I invite
my countrymen to grasp it with alacrity and enthusiasm,
and in co-operation with British statesmanship to march
forward to the accomplishment of those high destinies which,
under the providence of God, are reserved for our people,"
Neither the Amritsar tragedy nor the Khalifat movement
deflected the moderates from their determination to pursue
the course of co-operation, and, therefore, they parted
company with the Congress.
The Congress, on the other hand, under the influence of
extreme nationalism, regarded the proposals as falling far
short of Indian aspirations* In a manifesto issued by the

